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When this winter newsletter is read at the beginning of December we still have not
had any measurable snow fall here in Bristol. That doesn’t mean we have not been
planning for the winter season here at BHS. We are still on schedule for our
renovation of our Event Room (Big Room)), Center Hall, Gallery Hallway, and the
Foyer where we have our carriage. As stated in the last newsletter a new carpet has
been ordered for the areas listed above plus for the Principal’s Office. Because our
floors are uneven going from room to room, and in the room’s themselves, various
thickness of plywood for repairing and leveling the floors is part of this restoration
work. All contractors for this renovation project have been put in place. The
installation of a handicap accessible rear door has been completed. New insulated
shades in the library, office, and in the Bristol Industry Room have been installed.
We have already started to remove pictures from some of the walls (and they have
been listed in our inventory if not already done). Paint color samples have been
painted on various walls and trim as the final colors will be selected soon. We will
also try to remove the paint from some of the doors to show the original oak wood.
A new addition will be Track Lighting in our three hallways. In keeping with the
Victorian Era, a chandelier will be added in the Event Room. Going through the files,
a 1906 picture was found showing the Freshman Class in what we are now calling
the Event Room. Notice from the picture that there was a “12 bulb chandelier” in
the center of the room and the doorway to Summer Street was not yet installed.
There are small blackboards around the room. See photo attached.
Read this newsletter to see the events happening this winter at BHS. Our Christmas
Fair is on December 2 nd. See inside this newsletter for this and other events.
In January and February the BHS building will see limited activity. The programs for
those months are normally held outside of the BHS building.
Bristol Historical Society is a ‘living history book’ of Bristol’s past. We would like to
grow and preserve this treasure. We have a grand building in which to grow.
Mike Saman, President

DON’T MISS THIS!
11TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2017
10AM – 4PM

AS the holiday season approaches, the Bristol Historical Society is ‘decking the halls’ in preparation for its 11th Annual
Holiday Craft Fair! The Fair will take place on Saturday, December 2nd from 10am until 4pm at the Bristol Historical
Society building at 98 Summer Street. Admission is free.
Our fair is a hallmark of the Christmas season, and is definitely the place where holiday spirit abounds. A variety of
crafters and vendors will be offering a creative selection of goods. It’s an ideal time to do your Christmas shopping and
get that unique, handcrafted, one-of-a-kind gift for that special family member or friend.
Don’t forget to shop by our Christmas Boutique, where recycled treasures and gift items are offered. Come take a look;
you might find something special for your holiday décor.
Our Bake Sale will be available to satisfy your sweet tooth. Purchase a snack to nibble on while you shop, or, bring home a
treat to share with your family.
While at our fair, you will enjoy the ambience of our building, one of the oldest buildings in Bristol. It is the repository of
Bristol’s history – our history. Discover more about the happenings at the Bristol Historical Society. Perhaps consider a
membership, which will enable you to participate in year-round events. This year we are featuring a Special Gift
Membership opportunity that incorporates a half year’s gift membership with a Bristol Historical Society T-shirt or
sweatshirt. More information will be available at the Fair.
Our Fair is a wonderful prelude to the holiday season. Please mark your calendar and plan on joining us!
Mary Houle,
Holiday Fair Chairman

SPECIAL

ON the day of our Christmas Fair, December 2nd, The
Program Committee at The Bristol Historical Society will
have a Special Christmas Tree in place.
This tree is for You to submit your wish for Bristol!

WISHES

Tags and pens will be provided. There is no charge!
We look forward to greeting you and having your special
wish added to our tree!
Eleanor Wilson,
Program Chairman
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EVENTS AND PROGRAMS
DECEMBER, 2017; JANUARY, FEBRUARY, 2018

DECEMBER
12/2
12/8
12/27
12/29
12/30

Saturday
Friday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

CHRISTMAS FAIR, 10AM TO 4PM
COLOR CRAZE ***** WEEK CHANGE DUE TO HOLIDAYS
WINTER WONDERLAND III – 11AM TO 4PM
Children’s Movie – Pinocchio, 7PM
Children’s Movie – Pinocchio, 1pm and 7pm

Note:

Color Craze is usually the 3rd Friday of each month, 7-9pm. Call 860-583-6309 for reservations.

JANUARY
1/18
1/25

Thursday
Thursday

Annual Pasta Supper Scholarship Dinner, Nuchies, 5-7pm. $20.00 per person
Snow Date for above

FEBRUARY
Stay tuned for upcoming announcements!
Eleanor Wilson,
Program Chairman

COLOR CRAZE FOR KIDS!

There has been some interest in establishing a Coloring Craze for
youngsters, once a month on Saturday afternoons.
We need someone to volunteer and take charge of the program. This would not begin until March, 2018.
If you are interested, please call Ellie Wilson, Program Chairman at 860-582-4792. It’s an easy program to run
as everyone brings their own coloring pencils/crayons and books. It’s a fun time for all!! Please consider!
Thank you!!
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Eleanor Wilson,
Program Chairman

WINTER WONDERLAND III

Winter Wonderland III, sponsored by the Bristol Rotary Club, will be held for the third consecutive year at the
Bristol Historical Society on Wednesday, December 27 th. This popular interactive children’s event will run from
11am to 4pm. Admission is free for children and parents/guardians. Several hundred children have attended this
free activity during the past two years.
Bill Diamond, of Bill Diamond Production Studios in New York will be featured performing several puppet shows.
He is an Emmy Award Winner and has previously worked with Jim Henson and his Muppets. He will bring his
award winning ‘Gorgo’ to perform in addition to others.
Twenty interactive venues including animation drawing, cartoons, carousel design art, bead making, live animals,
fire safety, fun with science, the mystery of mathematics, stamp collecting, free photo opportunities, Sesame
Street puppets, children’s games and several craft areas will be available.
Hourly free raffle drawings will take place. All children attending will be treated to free popcorn and soda.
Winter Wonderland will be extended to Friday evening at 7pm and Saturday at 1pm and again at 7pm with a
showing of the Technicolor family classic, Disney Movie, Pinocchio. Adult donation is $3. While children’s
donation is $1. Popcorn and soda are available at a nominal cost.
The snow date for Winter Wonderland is Thursday, December 28 th from 11am to 4pm.
Tom Dickau,
Winter Wonderland Chairman
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BRISTOL HISTORICAL SOCIETY RESEARCH LIBRARY
Have you been in to see our new library research room? You would be surprised by what we have included in the
collections!
In addition to Albert Rockwell’s conference table and other artifacts, one can find school yearbooks, city
directories, church histories, and genealogies. We have copies of the New Departure News, Bristol cookbooks
and Bristol histories. There are also books by Bristol authors and many paperbacks, in addition to many albums
of pictures arranged by subject.
The library research room is open during the regular hours of the Bristol Historical Society which currently run an
Wednesday’s and Saturday’s from 10am to 2pm.
If you have any Bristol memorabilia that you would like to donate, please don’t hesitate to bring it to us. The
more we can preserve, the more we can provide for the citizens of Bristol.
Ellie Wilson,
Collections Co- Chairman

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP PASTA DINNER
The Annual Scholarship Pasta Dinner will be held at Nuchie’s on Thursday, January 18 th with a snow date of January
25th. The supper is from 5pm to 7pm and all Bristol Historical Society members and the public are welcome.
This event is held as a fundraiser for our Scholarship Fund. The Grant is then awarded to a local high school senior that
has been chosen from numerous individuals who apply for the Bristol Historical Society Grant. The presentation is
made at the Annual Dinner which will be held on May 17, 2018.
Ellie Wilson,
Program Chairman

AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS
The 2017 Evening on the Hill Auction took place on September 16th. It was a well-attended evening with a bevy of items,
lovely and whimsical, useful and decorative. From framed art to an inlaid table, from the silly (the duck-shaped toilet
paper dispenser) to the sophisticated (the always popular Tea at Broadview Manor), each and every sale contributed to
operating budget that keeps the Society in working order. We extend our gratitude to all of our donors, private and
business, and the sponsors who provided food or funds for the event. Auctioneer Paul Stansel kept things fast paced and
entertaining. Thanks to those who attended!
Maya Bringe,
Auction Co-Chairman
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WITCH’S DUNGEON FINISHES FOURTH SEASON AT BHS
The Witch’s Dungeon Classic Movie Museum completed its fifty-first season and fourth successful year at the Bristol
Historical Society. Under the direction of Cortlandt Hull, assisted by Bill Diamond of Bill Diamond Production Studios from
New York, the elaborate display was set up one week before the opening date. Jodi Dickson (Carmilla Karnstein – our
vampire lady) and Rob Lansley (Farnsworth the Butler) did their usual excellent job as tour guides. Hull was assisted by
many volunteers from his staff, as well as, numerous BHS members. Special thanks go out to BHS member Mary Stokosa,
who was there for every performance making popcorn and selling this along with soda and candy. Jane and Al Goodwin
were also outstanding in assisting with arranging and taking down the display. Thanks to all that assisted, with your help,
everything went very smoothly!
This year visitors came from 25 different states, as far spread as California, New Mexico, Michigan and Florida. Six foreign
countries including Germany and Switzerland were in attendance. For the second consecutive year a tour bus from Canada
brought 45 visitors for a special daytime presentation. Over three quarters of the Connecticut communities were also
represented. Since arriving at BHS in 2014, 38 states and 24 foreign countries have enjoyed this venue.
The Witch’s Dungeon was honored to celebrate its first ever wedding on Saturday, October 21 st. Rock star, Stephen
Matthews (stage name Argyle Goolsby) and Jordan Paoletta were married in a beautiful ceremony by Victoria Price,
daughter of Vincent Price. The BHS great room was transformed and decorated into a magnificent wedding and reception
hall. The 85 guests enjoyed the ceremony, reception, classic silent movies during the reception and tours of the dungeon.
All working staff members were also treated to a free tour! Victoria Price remained that evening and greeted the 150
guests that attended that evening.
The Witch’s Dungeon was also pleased to have movie actor, Dan Roebuck greet guests and provide free autographed
pictures. It was a pleasure to have such a delightful and affable individual interacting with the dungeon visitors.
Special guest, artist/illustrator, David Thorn Wenzel displayed his publications, as well as, selling his outstanding prints.
Bill Diamond, in addition to his lighting and set-up activities, also brought his puppet “Gorgo” and delighted youngsters in
attendance.
The Witch’s Dungeon is already preparing for next season with additional characters and displays being planned.
Tom Dickau

The Wedding
Pg. 6

The Happy Couple w/Victoria Price

VOLUNTEERING “PAYS!”
Did you know that the City of Bristol offers a tax credit for senior citizen volunteers of $300? Any Bristol resident 65
years or older, that owns real property as a principal residence, with an annual income not to exceed $35,200/single or
$42,900/couple (income includes adjusted Gross Income plus Social Security) may apply.
Eligible residents must complete a minimum of 50 hours of volunteer service during the city’s fiscal calendar which runs
from July1, 2017 through June 30, 2018, and the credit will be applied to the next fiscal year.
If you would like to participate, you must do the hours and obtain a signed letter from the volunteer organization – such
as the Bristol Historical Society – verifying volunteer service hours and bring that letter to the Senior Center’s Director,
Patricia Tomaczak. Then, you make application to the Assessor’s Office in City Hall starting in February, 2018. In order to
complete the process, you must bring the signed letter, your SSA 1099 form, and any other 1099 reportable income
forms, as well as a completed IRS tax filing if you are required to file one. There is a pool of $24,000 for this program,
and tax credits will be issued on a first come, first serve basis.
Ellen Zoppo-Sassu

Memorial Military Museum-Looking Back
As the year 2017 comes to a close, we remember with gratitude all those who contributed to the success of the
“Over Here, Over There: Bristol in World War I” exhibit in the Jack Denehy Gallery and to the many, varied inhouse/community out-reach programs /events.
The support from the following organizations: The Bristol Blues, Thomaston Savings Bank Foundation, Main
Street Community Foundation, City of Bristol; the collaboration with Bristol museums, the Bristol Brass and Wind
Ensemble and the staff of St. Joseph School; the dedication of our members; the hundreds of visitors all
contributed to honoring the memory of those who served in World War I.
We look forward to 2018 when Remembrance of WWI will continue with the presentation of a new series of
Second Saturday Programs, more events and school class trips to the Gallery.
Carol Denehy,
Memorial Military Museum
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