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We are entering the last days of winter and going into spring, 2017. Completing old
goals as well as developing new ones is a priority for our future. During this past
winter, BHS wasn’t waiting for spring to come. Many projects were started and
many were completed. For example, the 3rd Thursday Events Programs for 2017
have been scheduled. Plans to redo the back-parking lot are in the works. If one was
to look into the future, that back parking lot would become our main parking lot
and that south side of the building would become the new front of the BHS building.
More details to follow at a later date. The Country Store is progressing and we
started to the redo the research library.
We have received grants and donations related to energy conservation. The lighting
in three rooms has been changed. We are looking to change the hanging window
shades in all the downstairs windows. For our large room (I’ll call the Event Room)
the window coverings will keep the heat in during the winter and the heat out
during the summer. They will also keep the outside light from coming in during
presentations and during movies. They will also help to reduce the noise from
bouncing off the walls. BHS has hired a local Interior Decorator to advise us in
improving the appearance of the Event Room. One board member said it very well
“As you walk through the building there are many things that look very
unprofessional in addition to the uninviting décor—we hope we will be able to
address these also”. We are trying to give the first floor of our building that ‘light
Victorian Era look as our building was built in that era.
I have a question that I would like to ask…..we have a room called the elevator room.
Has anyone seen a drawing that shows that this is where an elevator was at some
time to be placed? If you have a drawing or a sketch showing this I would like to
have a copy. We have applied for an elevator grant and a sketch or drawing would
be most helpful.
Bristol Historical Society is a ‘living history book’ of Bristol’s past. We would like to
grow and preserve this treasure. We have a grand building in which to grow!
Mike Saman, President
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SPRING CLEANING? THINK TAG SALE!!
The annual BHS Tag Sale fundraiser will be July 7th & 8th! Tag Sale hours will be 9AM
– 2PM both Friday and Saturday. We are looking for donations of quality items.
Pickups can be arranged if necessary. Contact Jackie Vigue at 860-944-0738.
Thank you!
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WINTER WONDERLAND II A GREAT SUCCESS!
Winter Wonderland II was held on December 27, 2016. It is financially sponsored through a grant from the Bristol Rotary
Club and, again, was a great success as it was last year! Over twenty community organizations and individuals provided
interactive children’s events and activities. Tony Leone, “The Great Leone”, entertained the appreciative audience with two
outstanding magic shows. This event was free to the children and parents who attended. Free popcorn and soda were
available and hourly raffles were held. Parents and children were greatly appreciative to the Bristol Historical Society for
sponsoring this winter school vacation program.
Thanks goes out to over forty BHS volunteers, who performed a variety of tasks during the event. Special thanks to Noreen
Zurell and her granddaughter Hailey for setting up and handling the food area for the vendors. Thanks also to all who
provided the delicious food! This was a great addition to this year’s program!
Save the date! Winter Wonderland III will be December 27, 2017!
Tom Dickau, Past President

BRISTOL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS
Applications for the 2017 Bristol Historical Society Scholarship in the amount of $750 are accessible in the guidance
office of each of the three local high schools. Applicants must be legal residents of Bristol who plan to attend a twoor four-year college or university. An interest in pursuing the study of history is preferred but not required. Applicants
must have a minimum 3.0/B average for 7 semesters.
Criteria for selection are academic achievement, school or community involvement and an interest in history including
the history of Bristol. As part of the application process, applicants are being asked to react to the following statement
in a one page essay: Bristol has had many interesting people, places, organizations and events in its history. Select one
to research and describe how your choice has impacted the Bristol community. Applicants are asked to cite reference
material used in their research.
The guidance office of each of the three local high schools will have scholarship applications accessible in early March.
Applicants are asked to email their completed applications to lizph12@sbcglobal.net no later than April 5th. A release
form will be included with the application material. Please give the release form to the guidance secretary after the
application has been emailed. Deadline for returning the release forms to the guidance office is also April 5 th.
Members of the Scholarship Committee are Liz Phelan, Chairperson; Nancy Denehy, emeritus member; David
Greenleaf; Andrea Kapchensky; Liz Lefrancois and Debbie Pieri.

Liz Phelan, Chairperson
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REMINDER FOR FACEBOOK USERS!
Just a reminder to “like” Bristol Historical Society’s Facebook page so you won’t miss out on some of the fabulous
upcoming events that the Program Committee has planned! If you are interested in an event, we encourage you to
share it with your friends – chances are it may interest your friends as well! If you are not on Facebook, you can also
visit our website at www.bristolhistoricalsociety.org to view a list of our upcoming events on our calendar. Recently I
added our Facebook feed to our website, so you can view some of our most recent posts, photos and event reminders
directly on our website’s News Feed page. Get on our email list, like our Facebook page or visit our website …. Let’s
stay connected!
Paula O’Keefe, Webmaster

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Collections Committee has been meeting every Saturday at BHS to concentrate on two major projects: The General
Store and our new Reference Library.
Now that the General Store has been furnished with custom made display counters and shelving, we are in the process
of transferring a wide selection of interesting artifacts from our 2 nd floor storage area to their new home.
In addition, an attractive 8-foot high shelving unit now conceals the alcove portion within the room thus transforming
an eye-sore into an attractive niche that contributes significantly to the overall appearance and functionality of the store.
The second major renovation the committee has been working on along with the General Store is our new Reference
Library.
Recently an impressive 8-foot high by 11 foot wide custom crafted bookcase has been installed along the west wall of
the library room. Build with adjustable shelving, it offers total flexibility in housing our vast collection of reference and
historical books.
Combined with new energy-efficient lighting and other amenities, the Reference Library will provide a comfortable and
pleasing atmosphere for our patrons.
The Collection Committee is planning a grand opening for both projects in the Spring.
Tom La Porte, Chairman

MEMORIAL MILITARY MUSEUM
A new exhibit will open in The Jack Denehy Gallery in April. ‘OVER HERE, OVER THERE, Bristol in World War I” will
explore our community’s great involvement with The Great War both on the home front and the battlefields. A
wounded Bristol soldier wrote from his hospital bed in France: “We can’t get away from Bristol products here, the
brass in our shells and cartridges, the buttons…on our uniforms. Before I was hit, I was riding down a Chateau Thierry
road on an old bike…it had a New Departure coaster brake…at Vaux, on the one standing wall of a completely
demolished house I saw a Sessions clock ticking away…All these things have Wallace Barnes springs…the light
Browning machine gun I handled as well as most of our weapons. This is also true of the new planes that are beginning
to arrive.” The exhibit and accompanying program will continue through November, 2018.
Carol Denehy
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EVENTS AND PROGRAMS
MARCH, APRIL, MAY, 2017
3/10
3/11
3/16

Friday
Saturday
Thursday

3/17
3/24
3/25

Friday
Friday
Saturday

4/14
4/15
4/21
4/27

Friday
Saturday
Friday
Thursday

4/28
4/29

Friday
Saturday

5/12
5/13
5/18
5/25
5/26

Friday
Saturday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday

5/27

Saturday

6/10

Saturday

Movie: “THEM”; 7PM (James Arness & James Whitmore)
Movie: “THEM”; 1PM & 7PM
Irish Dinner Night! 5PM. Registration Required! $10.00 per person Please call BHS Office
To reserve your seat @ 860-583-6309
Performance by ‘Strange Potatoes’ at 7pm.
Adult Coloring Craze Party, 7-9pm $5.00 pre-paid Registration
Movie: “THE INVISIBLE RAY” (Bela Lugosi & Boris Karloff & “THE DEVIL COMMANDOS”; 7PM
Movie: “THE INVISIBLE RAY” & “THE DEVIL COMMANDOS”; 1PM & 7PM
Movie: “HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES” & “ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES”; 7PM
Movie: “HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES”/“ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES”; 1PM & 7PM
Adult Coloring Craze Party, 7-9pm $5.00 pre-paid Registration
SPECIAL! HOLLYWOOD MOVIE MAGIC Pt. 1 with Cortlandt Hull & Bob Adamczyk, 7PM
Visually tracing the developments in movie making from the silent era to the present and
techniques in movie processes from Technicolor to CinemaScope. We will also be looking
At the various movie theaters in our Bristol area, past and present.
Movie: “THE BLACK SLEEP” & “FOUR SKULLS OF JONATHAN DRAKE”; 7PM
Movie: “THE BLACK SLEEP” & “FOUR SKULLS OF JONATHAN DRAKE”; 1PM & 7PM
Movie: “JAMES BOND IN DR. NO”; 7PM
Movie: “JAMES BOND IN DR. NO”; 1PM & 7PM
BHS ANNUAL DINNER, NUCHIE’S
HOLLYWOOD MOVIE MAGIC PT.2; 7PM
Movie: “CAT AND THE CANARY” & “MURDERS IN THE ZOO”; 7PM
Movie: “CAT AND THE CANARY” & “MURDERS IN THE ZOO”; 1PM & 7PM

CT. OPEN HOUSE DAY! SAVE THE DATE!! DETAILS TO COME!
Eleanor Wilson, Chairman

NOW is the time to place an Ad in our ANNUAL DINNER BOOKLET!
The BHS Annual Dinner is quickly approaching and the committee is asking for your support! Please consider
placing an ad in our booklet, becoming a dinner patron or attending the dinner for a night of fun and fellowship.
(See details on the Ad Sponsor Form included in this newsletter.) By including your business or personal ad in our
book, you are visually showing the community that you support the preservation work we do and the wonderful
events the Bristol Historical Society holds all year long. Full page ad sponsors will be listed on our website and
linked to their website. Complete the Ad Sponsorship Form provided or download one from our website. BHS
members will also be out in the community asking for your support. We look forward to seeing your ad in our
booklet! Thank You!
2017 BHS Annual Dinner Committee
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Bristol Historical Society

2017 Annual Dinner Ad Reservation Form
www.BristolHistoricalSociety.org

BHS Contact :

BHS Contact Phone:

Advertiser’s Name:
Advertiser’s Business Name:
Advertiser’s Address:
Phone:

Email:

Please check a box:
❒ Full Page Ad - $100
(Size: 7.5”w x 10”h)
❒ Half Page Ad - $50
(Size: 7.5”w x 5”h)
❒ Quarter Page Ad - $25 (Size: 3.75”w x 5”h)

Website:

Ad Specifications:
• Use correct ad dimensions
• Grayscale or B/W, 300dpi
• JPG, TIF, PSD, PDF file formats accepted
• Files should be print ready

Check one:
❒ Use last year’s ad
❒ Print ready ad attached (no staples please, see ad dimensions listed above)
❒ Email print ready ad to ads@bristolhistoricalsociety.org (Please see ad specifications)
❒ Text supplied on form:
Notes:

Advertiser’s Signature:
Please make checks payable to: Bristol Historical Society
Mail to: Bristol Historical Society, Attn: Paula O’Keefe, P.O. Box 1393, Bristol, CT 06010

COMPLETED FORM MUST BE SUBMITTED BY: MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2017.
Sponsors donating $100.00 and over will be listed on our website for 1 year
and will be linked to your website! (Please supply domain name.)

See reverse for sample ad sizes.
OFFICE USE ONLY
Date:

Amount Due: $

Paid: ❒ Cash

❒ Check #

Bristol Historical Society

2017 Annual Dinner Ad Sizes

Full page ad:

7.5” w x 10” h

Price: $100

Half page ad:

7.5” w x 5” h

Price: $50

Quarter page ad: 3.75” w x 5” h

Price: $25

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS!
All Bristol Historical Society members are eligible to submit nominations for BHS Volunteer of the Year Award and
the BHS Community Service Award. Previous winners are not eligible.
Mail nominations to: Bristol Historical Society; P.O. Box 1393; Bristol, CT. 06011-1393 by April 10th.
These awards will be presented at the Annual Dinner Meeting at Nuchies on Thursday, May 18, 2017.
The Nomination Form can be found below.
Ellie Wilson
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